
CASTLETON AREA FORUM 
 

Tuesday 27 May 2014 
Castleton Community Centre 

 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
 

Chaired by:  Phil Wall 
 
Serviced by:  Valery White 
 
Officers Present:  P. Maynard (RMBC Strategic Housing), S. Lett (RMBC Environmental 
Management), PCSO Wilson (GMP) 
 
Residents Present:  W. Woodall, K. Wild, A.Kershaw, F. Cryer, F. & Y. Salt, E. Lord, P. Watson, K. 
Watson, A. Simpson, B. Partington, M. Darlington, B. Wilkinson, R. & N. Hughes, K. Thompson, P. 
Wall (Chair), B. Jones, A. Drake, D. Horridge, D. Lord, E. Davison, M. Wigglesworth, D. Jefferson, 
S. Whitworth, W. Whitlow, K. Watson, R. Clark 
 
Councillors Present:   Sheerin, Hornby and Rashid 
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS & APOLOGIES/CODE OF CONDUCT 
The Chair introduced himself and Officers present, apologies were received from M. Ball, T. Brogan, 
A. Stowell and PC M. Farmer. Copies of the Code of Conduct were handed to all attendees on 
arrival. 
 
2. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING/MATTERS ARISING/UPDATES 
Updates from previous actions were given, the issue around access to Mayfield Rugby Club 
continues to cause distress, and this matter would be carried forward following further discussion 
during the open forum.  The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as a true and accurate 
record. 
 
3. GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE 
Three prolific burglary offenders are now behind bars, the main offender was caught with the help of 
the public using social networks.  He has since admitted to 22 burglaries and received an additional 
18 months on his sentence. 
 
The following updates were also given: 
 

• Anti-social behaviour is rising, however other parts of the Borough are suffering more incidents, 
which often means Castleton Officers being deployed in those areas. 

• There has recently been a community bus on the Community Centre car park for local young 
people, attempts were made to start a Youth Club but there was little interest from the parents 
that requested it. 

• Residents are encouraged to report incidences of ASB on the 101 number, however big or 
small the incident. 

• Ownership of the land adjacent to Innings Way is unclear, the Police are awaiting further 
information on who is responsible for it. 

• One youth has been referred for a CRASBO. 

• There have been no burglaries in the Ward during May. 

Public Document Pack



 
Dangerous Dogs Act 
Some details of amendments to the act were given. The act gives the Police more discretion, but 
does not class a dog as dangerous if it hasn’t shown aggression. 
 
4. ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PRESENTATION 
The planned presentation was withdrawn from the agenda, it is hoped that information can be 
provided later in the year when the Service will be better placed to inform the people of Castleton 
what they can expect in future years, however, a number of individual issues were raised, including: 
 
Assisted Bin Collections 
Forms are available for anyone that feels they may qualify for this service.  Residents were invited 
to take a form and an Officer would be willing to assist with the application process. 
 
Keswick Street Fence 
Despite the owners confirming they would undertake repairs, this has still not happened.  Residents 
claimed it had led to an increase in anti-social behaviour and criminal damage.  Residents were 
generally unhappy that enforcement had not taken place by the Planning & Regulation Service 
Action (1) Raise issues around Keswick Street development with the Head of Planning & 
Regulation (Val White) 
 
Chaucer Street Rubbish 
A number of items have again been dumped in this area, this is a regular occurrence. 
Action (2) Arrange visit and removal of items (Steven Lett) 
 
Royal Toby Driveway 
There were reports of a foul smell emanating from the driveway of the above premises, particularly 
bad on Sunday mornings. 
Action (3) Request drainage inspection (Val White) 
 
5. EMPTY PROPERTIES STRATEGY 
Peter Maynard gave an over view of the Empty Properties Strategy.  He explained that his team 
work with owners of various properties improve their condition. Individual properties, such as the 
former Azad Video premises, were discussed.  Peter explained that property law often makes it 
difficult to intervene, however, there is often lots of work going on behind the scenes. 
 
Residents were encouraged to report any concerns about empty properties by telephone, email or 
on the Council website, which will enable checks to take place around Council Tax/Business Rates. 
 
There were particular concerns about empty public houses, and Peter explained that his team work 
closely with breweries to try to avoid these premises going to auction.  Often help, such as 
assistance with leasing schemes, is offered. 
 
George & Dragon – The owner has declared the property unfit for occupation, therefore, Business 
Rates and Council Tax cannot be charged.  Decisions on condition of properties are made 
independently, however, the Council can and does appeal. 
Action (4) Arrange inspection of George & Dragon with a view to a S.215 (Peter Maynard) 
Action (5) Arrange inspection of former Castleton Home for the Elderly (Peter Maynard) 
 
The former Junction Pub – There has been no progress as yet, but rumours have circulated that it 
may become a halfway house, this is unconfirmed. 
 
The former Farewell Inn has been sold at auction, no further progress has been made. 
 
Carnegie Library Building 
This is an ongoing case which has recently been to Court to determine ownership, which has 



proved complicated, details are confidential.  Progress is continuing but residents were informed it 
would be slow.  Sheila Whitworth spoke on behalf of the ‘Friends’ group and said they felt extremely 
let down by the lack of information provided to them.  Peter agreed to meet the group separately. 
Action (6) Arrange to meet Friends of Carnegie Castleton (Peter Maynard) 
Action (7) Arrange inspection of damaged down-spout, slates and glass door (Peter 
Maynard) 
 
6. OPEN FORUM 
 
Rochdale Canal 
Residents with concerns about the condition of the canal and tow paths were encouraged to contact 
the Canal & Rivers Trust direct. 
 
Cowm Top 
Work has begun on a new development without planning permission, residents were informed that 
developers begin work in these circumstances at their own risk. Residents will be consulted when 
an application is submitted. 
 
Mayfield Rugby Club 
Access to the ground is still blocked at the Keswick Street side.  Residents were unhappy that the 
developers have failed to reinstate this entrance.  It was understood that a further planning 
application has been submitted and there were concerns that the club will use this as an excuse to 
keep the entrance blocked.  Problems are being experienced when functions are taking place, as 
well as rugby matches.  There were further concerns re this development, around lack of open play 
space, and unsuitable speed humps. 
 
There was a long discussion around the planning process, and a perceived lack of coordination and 
consideration of infrastructure when deciding planning applications.  There were many concerns 
that more houses will result in more children, more traffic and more off-road biking and general anti-
social behaviour. 
Action (7) Liaise with Head of Planning & Regulation around the conditions regarding re-
opening access from Keswick Street (Val White) 
 
Castleton Easter Cross 
The Chair (Phil Wall) agreed to work with a resident to remove, store and varnish the cross prior to it 
being returned to the Methodist Church. 
 
Future of Area Forums 
Councillor Sheerin gave an overview of the reduced level of funding available to the Council in the 
coming two years.  It was explained that area forums are expected to continue in their current 
format for the foreseeable future, but that each area forum may not be able to expect a dedicated 
single officer from the Township Team for future meetings, due to reduced resources. 
 
7. REPORTS 
 
Castleton EC Residents 
The update was given during the ‘Cowm Top’ item in the open forum. 
 
Friends of Carnegie Castleton 
This item was discussed during the ‘Empty Properties Strategy’ item. 
 
Friends of Castleton Station/Support The Oldham, Rochdale and Manchester Rail Lines 
A new timetable came into use last week.  Anybody with a bus pass can use it on the validator when 
using the Metrolink, as part of a trial. 
 
Three Local Authorities are continuing to work on bringing steam trains into Castleton to link with the 



East Lancashire Railway. 
 
The floral displays at the station have been vandalised, a donation of £100 has been received from 
Rochdale Lions towards replacements. 
 
Castleton is now high on the list for installation of real-time information screens, it is hoped that they 
will be installed during the Summer.  CCTV cameras will also be installed with the screens. 
 
St. Gabriel’s 
The pantomime went very well, Councillor Sheerin thanked all those involved and supporting the 
production. 
 
Rochdale Township in Bloom 
The judging will take place on 6 August 2014, which is unfortunate as it falls during the school 
holidays, jeopardising the potential for St. Edward’s School to be included in the route.  The railway 
station will be planted up in mid-June. 
 
Power of Attorney 
Councillor Sheerin summarised a presentation he had seen with regard to the importance of being 
aware of Power of Attorney, and asked that a representative be invited to the next meeting to give 
further details. 
Action (8) Include ‘Power of Attorney’ on the agenda for the August meeting (Val White) 
 
August Agenda 
The forum asked that the Head of Planning & Regulation, or a delegate, be invited to speak about 
progress around regeneration in Castleton, particularly progress around the former Woolworths site, 
Trub Farm and updates on S.106 monies. 
Action (9) Invite the Head of Planning & Regulation to the next meeting (Val White) 
 
8. DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
Tuesday 19 August 2014 
7:00pm – 9:00pm 
Castleton Community Centre 
 


	Minutes

